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than on the preoccupied, introspective over-
lords of the Plymouth and Massachusetts
colonies. Both types of man, the pioneer with-
out Puritanism and the pioneer in whom it
was an ardent principle, were, as the years
passed, to drive back the frontier; and both
types, moulded by its mighty influence, were
to affect the course of American literature.
Yet the liberalism of Virginia rendered its
early literature a flaccid product compared
with the tough writings of the New England-
ers who grappled with theology, history,
government, and even rough-hewn poetry.
This Puritan literature remains, as Carlyle said
of Mirabeau's writings, strong meat, no food
for babes. For the Puritans came to America
with a code, with principles for which they
were quite ready to die, if necessary; these
a frontier could not alter; instead its terrors
intensified convictions concerning God's abso-
lute sovereignty and man's vileness. The
Puritans came, nourishing their essential
principle, nonconformity, but establishing
new authorities as autocratic as those which
they had abjured; the Bible and direct com-
munion with God became their inflexible
canons. This self-discipline in the life of the
spirit they strove to infuse into their govern-
ment, a theocracy in which church and state
were one. It is an amazing spectacle, their
weaving of this bristling frontier into their
own fixed cosmos, and yielding to its in-
fluence only as a confirmation of their own re-